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	The First Three Crusades

	[image: ]The Crusades were a series of wars that fought over the holy city of Jerusalem and the sites around it.  The area serves as a religious center for three faiths; Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  Judaism sees the area as the Promised Land, a place that God promised to Abraham and his descendants.  It is also the location where their temple was until Rome destroyed it.  Christianity holds Jerusalem sacred as it is the location of Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection.  Islam defines it as a holy location due to the Dome of the Rock and the spot where the Prophet Muhammad ascended to heaven.  However, the sacred cities of the region were witness to eight major Crusade expeditions from 1096 to 1291, thrusting the region into a period of bloody and ruthless conflict.

The Rushidun Caliphate conquered Palestine in 637 CE, establishing a long reign of Arabs in charge of the region.  In 1071, the Seljuk Turks took control of Jerusalem and continued to advance north, eventually coming into conflict with the Byzantine Empire.  Emperor Alexius I asked Pope Urban II to help assemble an elite team of knights to help support the Byzantine military push back the Turkish incursion.  Historians debate about the intentions of Pope Urban II when he went far beyond the request of Alexius by promising any Christian who would be killed in the fight for the holy land eternal life.  At the Council of Clermont in southern France, he asked Western Christians to take up their arms and recapture the Holy Lands, something not in the original request.  Some historians state that he wanted to unify the Eastern and Western denominations of Christianity with himself head of both.

[image: ]Four armies from different European regions headed for the Middle East.  One entered Turkish areas before the other three and was defeated quickly while the other armies fought for two years to get to Jerusalem.  When they reached the holy city, the defensive was being 50’ high and 15’ thick proved to be a challenge.  They laid siege to the city for over a month until they finally were able to break in.  The Crusaders slaughtered hundreds of men, women, and children once they entered the city even though they made a truce not to do so. 

Europeans established kingdoms within the area, forming different Crusader states; however, fighting would continue as other Muslim empires pushed to regain control of Jerusalem.  After the first Crusade was over, many Europeans returned home.  In 1144, Edessa, or the northernmost state, fell to the Seljuk general Zangi causing the Second Crusades in 1147.

The Crusaders attempted to take Egypt, but they were pushed out in 1169.  Saladin took control of the forces opposing the Crusaders.  He took Jerusalem in 1187, which started the Third Crusade.  The Holy Roman Empire, led by Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, France led by King Philip II, and England led by King Richard I, sought to recapture the holy city.  Frederick Barbarossa died while swimming which caused the HRE and French forces to either leave or join in with the English forces.  Richard the Lionheart led the English to victory at the Battle of Arsuf but refused to lay siege to Jerusalem.  Instead, King Richard and Saladin signed a peace treaty establishing the Kingdom of Jerusalem that did not contain Jerusalem itself and granted pilgrimage rights.

	KIM VOCABULARY


KIM VOCAB: Write a formal definition in the middle box and write a shortened definition or information that shows an in-depth understanding of the term in the right-hand box (relate to other terms or information).
	KNOWLEDGE
	INFORMATION
	MEMORY CLUE

	Jerusalem



	
	

	Emperor Alexius I


	
	

	Pope Urban II



	
	

	Council of Clermont


	
	

	Checking for Understanding

	Directions: Answer the questions after reading the article on Crusades.

1. Why did Emperor Alexius I ask the Pope for help and what did he ask for?



2. Why did tens of thousands of Europeans go and fight in the first Crusades?  




3. What two items happened after Jerusalem fell to the Crusaders?  Think day of and in the months after.



4. How did the Third Crusades end on amicable terms?
	








	Excerpts from Pope Urban II Speech at the Council of Clermont

	Byzantine Emperor Alexius asked Pope Urban II to send around 200-300 elite knights to assist him with the fight against the Seljuk Turks who had taken the Holy Land.  Instead of sending the elite force, Urban II saw it as his opportunity to win back the Holy Land in the name of Catholicism, not Orthodoxy.  The following is an excerpt from his speech to recruit Crusaders.

“Most beloved brethren: Urged by necessity, I, Urban, by the permission of God chief bishop and prelate over the whole world, have come into these parts as an ambassador with a divine admonition to you, the servants of God…”  
“Although, O sons of God, you have promised more firmly than ever to keep the peace among yourselves and to preserve the rights of the church, there remains still an important work for you to do.  Freshly quickened by the divine correction, you must apply the strength of your righteousness to another matter which concerns you as well as God.  For your brethren who live in the east are in urgent need of your help, and you must hasten to give them the aid which has often been promised them.  For, as the most of you have heard, the Turks and Arabs have attacked them and have conquered the territory of[the Greek Empire as far west as the shore of the Mediterranean and the Hellespont, which is called the Arm of St. George. They have occupied more and more of the lands of those Christians, and have overcome them in seven battles.  They have killed and captured many, and have destroyed the churches and devastated the empire.  If you permit them to continue thus for a while with impurity, the faithful of God will be much more widely attacked by them.  On this account I, or rather the Lord, beseech you as Christ's heralds to publish this everywhere and to persuade all people of whatever rank, foot-soldiers and knights, poor and rich, to carry aid promptly to those Christians and to destroy that vile from the lands of our friends.  I say this to those who are present, moreover, Christ commands it.”
"All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins.  This I grant them through the power of God with which I am invested.  Let those who have been accustomed unjustly to wage private warfare against the faithful now go against the infidels and end with victory this war which should have been begun long ago.  Let those who for a long time, have been robbers, now become knights.  Let those who have been fighting against their brothers and relatives now fight in a proper way against the barbarians.  Let those who have been serving as mercenaries for small pay now obtain the eternal reward.  Let those who have been wearing themselves out in both body and soul now work for a double honor.  Behold! on this side will be the sorrowful and poor, on that, the rich; on this side, the enemies of the Lord, on that, his friends.  Let those who go not put off the journey, but rent their lands and collect money for their expenses; and as soon as winter is over and spring comes, let him eagerly set out on the way with God as their guide.”

	Check for Understanding
1.  What does Pope Urban II say is happening in the East?


2.  What does the Pope promise people who will go and fight in the Crusades?  How can he do that?





	The Crusades Map Assignment

	Directions: use the map (https://mapsontheweb.zoom-maps.com/posts/european-history/map-of-the-crusades-1096-1204 ) to assist you with filling in the map of the Crusades.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shade the areas that were held by Christians and Muslims at the start of the Crusades.

Locate and label: 
· Jerusalem
· Edessa
· Antioch
· Rome
· Paris
· Crete
· Cyprus

Draw lines to show the path the first crusaders took and the third crusaders.

[image: ]



	[image: ]



	Crusades Timeline


Directions: Label the years of the different Crusades and the main details of the event.
https://historylists.org/events/9-crusades-into-the-holy-land.html
	First Crusades
Years:



	Main Details:

	Second Crusades




	Main Details:

	Third Crusades
Years:



	Main Details:

	Fourth Crusades
Years:



	Main Details:

	Fifth Crusades
Years:



	Main Details:

	Sixth Crusades
Years:



	Main Details:

	Seventh Crusades
Years:



	Main Details:

	Eighth Crusades
Years:



	Main Details:










	KIM VOCABULARY


KIM VOCAB: Write a formal definition in the middle box and write a shortened definition or information that shows an in-depth understanding of the term in the right-hand box (relate to other terms or information).
	KNOWLEDGE
	INFORMATION
	MEMORY CLUE

	Jerusalem



	Holy city in the Middle East
	

	Emperor Alexius I


	Emperor or leader of the Byzantine Empire at the beginning of the Crusades
	

	Pope Urban II



	Leader of the Catholic Church who sent tens of thousands of Europeans to go fight in the first Crusades.
	

	Council of Clermont


	Council where Pope Urban II called on Western European Christians to fight in the Crusades.
	

	Checking for Understanding

	Directions: Answer the questions after reading the article on Charlemagne.

1. Why did Emperor Alexius I ask the Pope for help and what did he ask for?
· The Seljuk Turks were taking territory from the Byzantines and he asked for elite knights to help fight against the Seljuk Turks.

2. Why did tens of thousands of Europeans go and fight in the first Crusades?  
· The Pope said if they died in the fight they would have eternal life and the Pope asked them to go.

3. What two items happened after Jerusalem fell to the Crusaders?  Think day of and in the months after.
· Men, women, and children died in the city of Jerusalem and Christian kingdoms were set up in the Middle East.

4. How did the Third Crusades end on amicable terms?
· A peace treaty was enacted where Christian Kingdoms were established but Jerusalem remained in the hands of the Turks but pilgrims were welcomed.









Check for Understanding
1.  What does Pope Urban II say is happening in the East?
	The Arabs and Turks and destroying churches, taking Christian land and making captives…

2.  What does the Pope promise people who will go and fight in the Crusades?  How can he do that?
	Forgive their sins because God vested him with that power
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KEY TO THE MAP AND TIMELINE ARE ON THE PDF VERSION
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